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Project Background
* USDA funded project

* Assessment of economic competitiveness
of Northwest Ohio’s greenhouse industry

« Lucas County (Ohio) ranks 94 ™ in country
in value of greenhouse production

» Survey of growers identified Canada as
major competitor region

National Trade Patterns

Ontario accounts for 47.6% of U.S.
floriculture imports from Canada

*67% of Ontario floriculture exports
go to the Great Lakes states

*Growing trade gap between U.S
and Canada in floriculture
products
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Perceived Sources of
Competition for Northwest Ohio
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We work long hours and can't take
home more than $10,000 a year. We
take plants to Detroit market and the
Canadians bring their plants in and sell
cheap (Northwest Ohio Grower)

Leamington, Ontario
Vegetable Production
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Regional Trade Patterns:
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Import/Export Comparisons
Detroit District, U.S. Customs

Distribution of Greenhouse Production
in the Great Lakes Region:

Area Under Glass
(Each dot represents 1000 Square Feet)

Canadian-US Floriculture Trade, 1994-2003

Leamington Greenhouse Industry

Over 800 acres of greenhouses

Over 80% of Ontario’s production

Growing at rate of 20% per year in recent years

1998 — over 100 acres of greenhouses built in
Leamington area

Largest concentration of greenhouse vegetable
growers in North America

Ten Largest Canadian
Vegetable Greenhouses, 2001

Operation Location |Acres
Mastron Enterprises Leamington, ON 53
Great Northern Hydroponics | Leamington, ON 53
DiCiocco’s Leamington, ON 49
Houweling Nurseries Delta, BC 48
Amco Farms Leamington, ON 40
Sabelli Farms Leamington, ON 38
Veg Gro Leamington, ON 36
Nature Fresh Leamington, ON 35
Canagro Delta, BC 31
Suntastic Hothouse Exeter, ON 30

Ontario Greenhouse Vegetable
Production: 1970-2003

(Millions of Pounds)
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Cucumbers in Blue

Source : Ontario Ministry of Agriculture and Food B
Tomatoes in Magenta

Siva Mailvaganam, Statistician/OMAF
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Import and Export Totals for Greenhouse and
Horticultural Commodities: Detroit District
1994-2004
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Imports into U.S. in Red
Exports from U.S. in Blue

Imports into U.S. in Red
Exports from U.S. in Blue

Source: USA Trade Online
U.S. Census Bureau



